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Minutes of the Allerton Waste Recovery Park Community Liaison Group 
 

Attendees: 
 

Cllr Robert Windass - chairperson 
Karen Mullen - Arkendale, Coneythorpe and Clareton PC 

Ray Allott 
Penny Singleton 
Bob Singleton 

Rachel Walker 
Angus Walker 
Jackie Dowker - Goldsborough and Flaxby Parish Council 

Nic Holmes - Dunsforth Parish Council 
Keith Weston  

Lisa Cooper – NYCC 
Mark James - Amey 

Deborah Yewdall - Amey 

Robert Sedgman – Amey 
Rob Henderson – Vinci Construction 

 
Apologies  
Peter Topham, appointee Arkendale, Coneythorpe and Clareton PC  

Tim Lumley 
Amy Taylor 

Rob Shepherd 
Tim Marks, Amey 

 

1.  Introductions and welcome: 
 

Chairperson Cllr Robert Windass welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2.  Minutes of previous meeting: 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 
Matters arising: A link to the heat offtake feasibility study on NYCC’s planning 
portal to be circulated to the group. This action completed 05.10.17 

Nic Holmes from Dunsforth Parish Council noted that the steam blowing timetable 

hadn’t been circulated. Amey explained the timing of the steam blowing had been 
variable and it hadn’t been possible to confirm timings. 

 
3. Commissioning update and three month look-ahead: 

 
Mark James of Amey provided an update on the commissioning activity taking place 
at AWRP. He explained that activity had ramped up quickly throughout August and 
household waste is now being treated from NYCC and CYC as well as some 
commercial waste.  
 

The anaerobic digester is operating at around 60% capacity and is generating gas. 
As this isn’t currently being exported to the grid it is periodically burned off through a 

flare stack. This will cease when the energy is exported to the grid.  
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Mark James explained that the operational team are now working on a two-shift 

system; he also showed graphs which shows the amount of waste being delivered to 
AWRP and vehicle movements in and out of site.  

 
The mechanical treatment plant is still in the testing phase and one aspect of this is 

getting the quality of the recyclates right. The current focus is on ensuring the purity 
of plastics extracted for recycling is suitable. Once this is settled, the team will focus 
on metals. 
 
Mark James also discussed with the group the possibility of extending site 
operational hours by one hour a day to help spread out vehicle movements during 

the morning. He explained that it would be beneficial to bring the opening time 
forward to 7am to ensure a smoother flow of vehicles into site. The adjacent landfill 

previously opened at 7am. This will be discussed in further detail at the December 
LLC meeting. 

 
During the next three months, key activities will include synchronising the turbine 
and generator in preparation for exporting energy to the National Grid. This will be 
tested several times and the amount of energy being generated will be gradually 
increased until it reaches the 24MWh output. 

 

3.1.  The following questions were asked and comments noted: 
 

• Angus Walker and Ray Allott asked if waste was currently being burned in the 
EfW part of the plant and commented that they hadn’t see a plume from the 

stack. 
• Mark James confirmed that waste is being burned in the EfW. He also 

explained that the plume would become visible when the weather gets 
cooler. 

• Ray Allot asked about the high-level lighting that is still is use and asked for 
confirmation that this would be removed when the site is operational.  

• Mark James explained that there were still tweaks to be made to the site 
lighting. He added that he had become aware that some high-level 

lighting that had been left on following some works at height. The site will 
need to pass a lighting test before it is signed off as complete.  

• Angus Walker asked how long the gas engine on the neighbouring landfill site 

would be operational. 
• It was explained that this was a matter for FCC not Amey but that it 

would continue to run as long as the site was still producing sufficient 

volumes of methane; this is likely to be approximately a further 15 years. 
• Cllr Windass asked where the waste is commercial waste is coming from. 

- Mark James explained that Amey has a short-term contract to bring 
waste from Hull City Council until March; some waste from Derby City 
Council is also being treated while they are experiencing technical 
issues with their own waste treatment facility.  

• Bob Singleton asked if the plant was too big (had too much capacity) and 
whether NYCC and CYC would be financially penalised if they couldn’t provide 

enough waste. 
- Mark James explained that the councils have an obligation to deliver a 

guaranteed minimum tonnage of household waste to AWRP. They are easily 
achieving this figure and there isn’t any financial risk to the authority. Lisa 

Cooper from NYCC added that the size and the capacity of AWRP is based on 
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the waste profile for the county and projected increase in household numbers 

during the 25-year contract period. While there is currently additional 
capacity, which can be filled with third party, this will decrease as the 

Council’s waste tonnages increase.  
• Ray Allot asked when the site entrance would be landscaped. 

- Mark James said the plan for this activity was currently being finalised. 
• Rachel Walker asked if any trees would be planted in the verge in front of 

Claro House.  
- It was explained that as this land is highway land, no additional 

planting will be done in the highway verge.  
 

4.  Landscape and Cultural Heritage Fund: 
 

To date £407,427 has been awarded with £13,393 in small grants and £394,034 in 
medium and large grants 

Latest projects to be supported include: 
 - £9,999 to restore a heritage building in Arkendale 
 - £8,766 to Kirk Hammerton Primary School to create a wildlife area 

 
- £9,931 to Harrogate Support Group to purchase equipment for the 

volunteers at Staveley Nature Reserve. 

The next panel will meet in March and the focus is on attracting more small and 
medium projects.  

 
5.  AOB: 

 
• Angus Walker said there was quite a lot of signage around the site entrance 

and asked if some of this could be removed.  
- Mark James said this could be looked at.  

• Sugar processing plant: members of the LLC had a general discussion about 
the proposed development of a sugar processing plant; this was not related 

to Allerton Waste Recovery Park. 
 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday December 5th, 6.30pm, Arkendale Community Centre. 


